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Web site shows lawmakers how many constituents are federal workers

A new Web site provides perhaps the most comprehensive breakdown yet of federal employees by congressional district and agency.

And its creators hope it will give federal employees more clout on Capitol Hill when lawmakers consider bills important to them.

The interactive site, created by the nonprofit group Federally Employed Women (FEW), allows users to click on a U.S. map and find out where employees live and work by congressional district.

The Office of Personnel Management already compiles a breakdown of employees by county, but providing such statistics by district will be more relevant to lawmakers and their staffs, FEW President Patricia Wolfe said.

"Federal employees are considered a large constituency, and we want legislators to know how many of their constituents are employed by the federal government," Wolfe said.

Some congressional offices already have access to federal employment data by district, although the numbers are rarely shared with the public and do not capture where employees work within each district.

Lobbyists for federal employee causes are already praising the Web site.

"Any time we can find useful resources such as this that divide up federal employees not only by district but by agencies, it helps us represent the interests of our members more effectively to Congress and the administration," said Thomas Richards, government affairs representative at the Federal Managers Association.

If a lawmaker knows 10,000 federal employees live in his district, he is more likely to support legislation that will benefit them, Richards said. "When you speak in terms of votes, it brings the issue to a whole other level. It makes the issue much more pointed," he said.

FEW has been lobbying Congress for years to repeal two laws that lower some employees' retirement earnings. Having this tool should help that effort, said Ann Bley, FEW's vice president for congressional and governmental relations.

"The interactive map will play an integral role in our campaign on the Hill," Bley said. "It is an excellent medium for showing lawmakers just how relevant this group of voters is to each of them."

FEW used OPM's county-based federal employment statistics to compile the district-by-district breakdown. The data isn't precise because county and district lines do not match exactly. In instances where one county contains multiple districts, FEW assigned the county's entire federal work force to each of those districts. For example, all of Los Angeles County's 54,000 federal workers are counted for each of the 13 congressional districts within the county.

"It's not perfect, but I still think you get a good idea of how many people are in each district," said Janet Kopenhaver, FEW's Washington representative.

The interactive map is available at FEW's Web site, www.few.org.

It is also available at http://eyeonwashington.com/ few_map/map.html.


